The CASE of the Fiſhmongers 77 
and about the City of London, as 
fo the Bill brought in Parhament by 

ſome Fiſhermen, concerning Bil- 
lingſgate Market, &c. 


Members of an Ancient Company within the ſame City, 

and are not Ingrofſers ; though by the Statute of the 5th 

and 6th Edward VI. they may buy to ſell again by Retail. 
They are not Foreftallers ; but buy in Common and .Publick Mar- 
kets, and Places allowed by Law. That the Forfh-down and Harwich 
Fiſhermen, the great Promoters of the now Bill, formerly were con- 
rent to bring to Market what Fiſh they caught themſelves, but of 
late have ſet up a new way of Dealing , and buy Fith caught by 
others, and oftentimes that which is Unſeaſonable and Unlizable, 
Hot fit to be fold ; and yet by their Groſiers and Fiſherwomen, who 
are under no Regulation or Government, do put it off. 

The Loweſtoft Men, who Petition -in favour of the Bill, are ſet on 
by the reſt, and falſly tax the Fiſhmozgers with bringing Fiſh from 
Scotland, but guilty of it themſelves ; and are, together with their 
Confederates, the occaſion of the dearneſs of Herrings, and want to 
be ſelling Cod by couples and weight, that they may fell the Corrupt 
and Sound together. -— = | 

The Fiſbmongers, who are Traders in Fiſh, are at great Charges, 
and run great Hazards in ſending out Veſſels to Sea, for catching and 
bringing Fiſh to Loxdoz for furniſhing the Court, the Nobility and 
City ; and cauſe great Quantities of Fiſh to be brought on Horſeback 
to Lozdozn, out of Publick remote Markets in this Kingdom, or other- 
wiſe the Markets here could not be ſupplied with Fiſh : For by reaſon 
of the uncertaintyaaf the Wind and Weather, the Veſſels are often- 
times obftruQed, and the Fiſh'from the Sea Coaſts ſpoiled ; whereas 
by the Contrivance of the Fiſbmongers, Fiſh is brought hither from 
Rye, Haſtings, Few dove, and other Places on the Sea Coaſts, on Horſe- 
back in Twelve or Fifteen Hours, which in Yeſlels can't be here under 


Eight and Forty Hours, or a longer time. | 
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E 3 HE Fiſpmongers, in and about the City of London, are 


Note. 


The buying of Fiſh at the remote Markets, and bringing the ſame 


ro Londoa, is, and hath been, a very great Incouragement to-the 
Breeding of Seamen in the Sea-Port Towns, and 1s a Supply far 


beyond what the FHorſly-down and Harwich Fiſhermen do, or can, 


perform. TELE 
The Bill ſuggeſts, That the Fiſhmongers will not permit the Fiſh- 
women to buy Fiſh of the Fiſhermen. The Truth is, there are a fort 
of Women who are termed Groſters at Billingsgate, and others, who 
rake upon them to foreſtall, and ingroſs much o* the Fiſh as 11s 
brought to Billingsgate Market, which they {cl] again in the ſame 
Market to Retailers, who many of them likewiſe fell the ſame again 
in the {aid Market ; ſo that no Citizen, or F:ſhmonger, can buy any 
Fiſh in the Marker but from them at the ſecond, and ſometimes at 
the third Hand, by which the Price is much inhanced, and the faid 
Women have becn Picſented by the Grand Jury in Loxaoz for ſuch 
Doings. ' SP 
The Fiſhmongers are the great Importers of Fith, and Supporters 
of the Fithery, and have and do'incourage the bringing 1n of Fiſh 
to the Markets ; and are under Rules and Orders to make ſhew 
thereof openly, that the Quantities may be ſeen, and that the ſame 
may be diſtributed in all Markets and Places for leſſening the Prices ; 
and are puniſhable if they offer any Unſizable, Unſeaſonable or Cor- 
rupt Fiſh to be fold ; there being Officers appointed to walk in the 
Fiſh-Markets, .and view the Shops, for that purpoſe to obſerve and 
inform againſt them : And the Horſl-down and Harwich Fiſhermen 
are under no Regulation , but frequently keep their Boats below at 
Graveſend, and feed the Markets by little and little, as they pleaſe. 
And ſome Fiſhermen, by their unlawful Engines, have near ruined the 
Fiſhing Grounds where they have uſed to fiſh. | | 
As to the Salt-Fiſh Trade, it the Fiſþmoxgers did not buy Quan- 
titles of Fiſh, and Keep them as a Store, the City and Country 
could not be ſupplied. with Fiſh in the Winter time, nor the Ships 
furniſhed with Fiſh to ſet out to Sea. Ro 
| The Lord Mayor of Lozdoz hath Officers attending at Billingsgate, 
who are called Teomen of the Waterſide, and are to ring a Bell at the 
opening of the Market at Billingsgate, which hath always been an 
Open and Free Market, to begin from Laay-day to Michaelmaſf at 
Four of the Clock in the Morning, and from Michaelmaff to our Laady- 
day at Six of the Clock , and to continue till Eight of the Clock in 
the Morning. And none have been more deſirous than the Fiſb- 
mongers, for the due and regular ordering of the Market there, and 
the Officers doing their Duty therein ; ſo that there is no need to make 
Biltingsgate a Free Market, it being ſo already. 
The Fiſhmongers of London dwell in the Publick Streets and Mar- 


kets, and have borne all Offices, and paid all Publick Taxes and 
Charges to the Government. 

And obſerve, That the Imployment of buying Fiſh after the Citi- 
zens and Traders were ſupplied, was heretofore uſed by Honeſt 
Ancient Women, appointed thereunto out of every Ward within the 

; | City, 
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City : But by the Bill now depending, all Perſons may buy and Gt 
again 1n any other Market or Place, except in Houſes and fixed Shops, 
winch the Fiſhmongers have, Therefore the Bill ſeems deligned wholly 
to exclude them from their Trades, except they will ſell in the Streets, 
with the other Perſons that live 1n very obſcure Habitations. 
The Fiſpmorgers do not oppoſe honeſt Laborious Womens buy- 
ing Fiſh after the Citizens, Purveyors and Traders who live in and 
about the City are furniſhed according to the Cuſtom. But hope 
ſuch Women as are now commonly called Fiſh-womer, and are the 
firſt Buyers, they ſhall not be encouraged, being a rude and diſorderly 
people under no Government. And the ſaid Horſley Down and Har: 
wich r-iſþer-men buying the Filh from others, and deceitfully ſupply- 
ing the Markets with part, and. keeping back the reſt, the Price of 
Fiih is inhanced, - And the other Fiſher-mex that have a Trade more 
remote than the Horfley Down and Harwich men will be diſcouraged 
and ruined, and the Fiſhmoxgers 1njured in their lawful Trade and 


Imployment. 'And the Breed of Seamen in a great meaſure pre- 
vented. | 


1 


The Statute made in the Fifrh and Sixth of Edward VT. againſt 
Foreſtallers, Regrators and Ingrofſers, which hath ever ſince the 
making thereof been found beneticial for the Kingdom, being the 
Experience and Concluſion of all.rhe former Statutes made in ſuch 
behalf, will be by this Bill wholly ſet aſide, made void, and of none 
BR. Ree 

Thoſe who underhand promote this Bill, have in ſeveral pre- 
ceding Parliaments attempted to get Bills paſs'd for to ſerve their 
Ends, but hitherto without Succeſs, *tis hoped they will meet with 
no better now, ſince the Fiſhmonpers doubt not but to make it Appear 
that theſe Men intend a private and unjuſt Gain, and no Publick 
Good. And that the innovation now attempted will be injurious 
to the Kingdom in General, particularly to the City of Loxdoz, 
and unto the Fiſhmongers, who humbly take. leave to fay that they 
have during the whole War been Uſeful and Serviceable to the 
Government by providing Stores of Fiſh, at their Great Expence 
and Hazard. 
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